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Non-Discrimination Statement 

Riverside Unified School District prohibits discrimination, harassment, intimidation, or bullying in all district programs, activities, and employment on the basis of 

actual or perceived ancestry, age, sex, sexual orientation, parental or marital status, pregnancy, or association with a person or a group with one or more to these actual 
or perceived characteristics. 

If you have any complaints or questions regarding this policy you may contact: 

      Senior Administrator for Pupil Services or the District Complaint Officer, 5700 Arlington Avenue, Riverside, CA    92504, (951) 788-7135 or (951) 352-1200 
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Each year, teachers, parents, and staff come together to revisit our Mission, Vision, and Collective Commitments.  
As a Professional Learning Community, this review is an opportune time to reflect upon our accomplishments, 
challenges, and dreams for Taft Elementary School.  An outcome of this collaboration is a refinement and 
enhancement of our Mission, Vision, and Collective Commitments.  This year, parents will again be invited to 
School Site Council, PTA, and ELAC meetings where we will discuss and receive input and ideas from our parent 
community.  We invite every parent to become actively involved by taking advantage of the many opportunities 
to engage and participate. Doing so will allow Taft Elementary School to advance closer to realizing its vision of 
becoming a community of learners where every single student achieves at extraordinary levels. 

 
The Mission Statement: 
The purpose of our mission statement is to guide the work of every staff member as he/she interacts with 
students on a daily basis. Our Taft mission statement focuses on every student learning and applying grade 
level or above instruction and learning. Our goal is for every staff member, student, and parent to see evidence 
of and feel our school’s mission on a daily basis. 

 
Our Mission: 

 
At Taft Elementary School, our mission is to ensure that all students receive, learn, and apply grade level 
instruction. Teachers will facilitate this learning with best first instruction and targeted interventions to support 
each student’s progress toward attainment of grade level or above proficiency.  Taft students will demonstrate 
their learning and application of essential skills and knowledge on formative and summative school, district, and 
state assessments, and teachers will utilize student achievement data to guide instructional decisions and 
planning. 

 

The Vision Statement: 

Our school’s vision statement is all about the kind of school we hope to become. It defines Taft Elementary as 
a place where student excellence and learning combine with a positive, caring, and knowledgeable school 
community. Continued progress toward our school’s vision motivates and inspires every Taft staff member to 
work tirelessly toward extraordinary excellence for Taft students. 

 

Our Vision: 
 

At Taft Elementary School, we aspire to become a Professional Learning Community that: 
▪ Recognizes and celebrates the diversity, strengths, and inquisitive spirit of every Taft student. 
▪ Creates a safe environment where students develop character traits that support a successful 

school experience. 
▪ Expects student excellence and high levels of learning for every Taft student. 
▪ Plans and implements rigorous instruction that results in mastery of the learning objective. 
▪ Utilizes student learning outcomes for analysis of instructional effectiveness, lesson preparation, 

and adjustment. 
▪ Formally, informally, and regularly communicates progress toward learning goals with both parents 

and students. 
▪ Learns and builds upon existing pedagogy through grade level, vertical, and school-wide 

articulation. 
▪ Continues to grow professionally through ongoing staff development, training, and/or continuing 

education. 
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Our Four Instructional Commitments: 

 
 
#1 AVID Implementation 
Student Organization (Binders/Content Folders and Planners) 
Staff will monitor by conducting binder/folder checks at least once per month. Staff will require students to 
complete planners daily (agenda, HW, events) and use it as a parent and teacher communication tool. Kinder, 
1st, and 2nd Grade students will complete a monthly calendar with key events. 

 

Note-Taking Skills (2-3 Column Notes) 
Staff will model and expect student notes to contain heading/essential question (at the top) and a 
conclusion/summary/reflection (at the bottom). Staff will require students to take 2-3 column notes across 
content areas. Students will revisit notes multiple times with a purpose (comprehension, editing, 
modifying…etc.). 1st-2nd Grade students will begin to implement 2-3 column notes for key vocabulary. Kinder 
students will be exposed to two column format throughout the day. 
 

#2 Literacy Comprehension 
Close Reading Strategy 
Staff will model the strategy and expect students to analyze and dissect text (or any media source) with this 
strategy. Staff will model annotation of text (highlight key information, write GIST, side notes by paragraph, 
circling key vocabulary, use of sticky notes…etc.) and expect students to annotate text independently and 
collaboratively. TK-2nd Staff will model identifying main idea and key details, sequencing events, and identifying 
story structure through the use of anchor charts (to include graphic organizer). Students will demonstrate 
literacy comprehension orally and/or written form. 
 
Citing Textual Evidence 
Staff will model citing textual evidence when answering analytical questions and/or supporting critical 
reasoning. Students will then be expected to do so as well, written and/or verbally. K-2nd Grade Staff will model 
citing textual evidence during read aloud or Big Book Reading (sticky note, underline, circle…etc). Students will 
be given the opportunity to practice this skill with their own text. 

 

#3 Student Engagement 
Teacher-centered vs. Student-centered 
Staff will provide students with multiple opportunities for inquiry, cooperative learning, problem-solving, project 
learning, research…etc. 
 
Structured Collaborative Conversations 
Staff will provide students with multiple opportunities to interact in academic discussions with other students. 
Staff will provide a sentence frame/starter as support for students that may need it. Staff will ensure that 
students have the needed background and/or content knowledge  
 

#4 ELD Instruction 
Designated 
Staff will set aside a daily instructional block to support our English Learners (students learning English as a 
Second Language) in the four language domains: Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing. This specialized 
instruction may consist of sentence frames and starters, vocabulary word banks, visual aids, cooperative 
groupings, strategic repetition and pacing, and other instructional scaffolds that address the four language 
domains. 
 
Integrated 
Staff will implement instructional scaffolds across content areas to support student learning. Such scaffolds 
may include (but not limited to) sentence frames and starters, frontloading content, vocabulary word banks, 
grammatical support, cooperative groupings, and visual aids. 
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“Our Mission, Vision, and Values are a “living commitments.” 

 

 

 

                 

We believe that when staff, parents, and students work as a cooperative and united team, a tripod of support 
occurs that is most conducive to high levels of student learning. We welcome the partnership, participation, 
and optimism of our parents and community members; it fuels synergy that builds momentum for lasting 
change. There are many opportunities for parents to become engaged in their child’s learning at Taft 
Elementary School. Volunteering in your child’s classroom (see page 15 for more information) is one way 
parents can actively engage and participate in their child’s education. Listed below are several other ways 
parents can become involved members of the Taft learning community. 
 
Parent Teacher Association (PTA): Taft has an active group of parents dedicated to supporting the learning of 
Taft students who would love your participation in their work on behalf of our Taft community.  The PTA meets 
monthly for one hour to discuss fundraising, programs, and services that will benefit Taft students.  The PTA, 
through parent support and fundraising, purchases books for our library, buys supplies for teachers, coordinates 
the Reflections program, organizes a Thanksgiving food drive and a Christmas gift give-away, supports our 
spring Taft’s Got Talent! show, assists with Science Fair, funds a fieldtrip bus for every grade level, purchases 
emergency supplies for each classroom, donates Taft merchandise to support students making positive choices 
and rewarding efforts of good citizenship, as well as a variety of other ways our PTA supports Taft students.  Our 
PTA welcomes your attendance and support. PTA Board meetings are held from 3:15pm – 4:00pm on the 
following Fridays during the 2019-2020 school year: September 13th, October 11th, November 1 st, December 
3rd, January 10th, February 7th, March 13th, April 10th, and May 8th. The general PTA Association meetings 
are aligned with PTA events on August 14th, November 1st, January 24th, and March 13th.  
 
School Site Council:  School Site Council is a committee made up of the principal, staff, parents, and community 
members.  Taft is a school wide Title 1 school.  This means we receive additional state and federal funds to 
support the increased learning needs of some students. The purpose of the SSC is to ensure that programs and 
services paid for with categorical (state and federal) monies align with the target population being served, and 
to monitor the services provided to ensure an alignment with increased student learning.  Our computer lab, 
technology such as chromebooks and digital tablets, Promethean boards and LCD’s, additional books and 
resources, musical instruments, computer assistant, community assistant, AVID college fieldtrips, medals 
assemblies and student celebrations, parent literacy training and childcare, retired teachers, BOOST and TEAM 
teacher intervention, Read 180 teacher, are just some of the services that Taft is able to provide with this 
additional funding.  We will have several parent/community member openings on SSC this year.  If you are 
interested in making a difference in the lives of all Taft children, we welcome your nomination.   SSC meetings 
are scheduled seven times on Mondays during the 2019-2020 school year from 3:15pm - 4:00pm on the 
following dates: September 9th, October 4th, December 9th, January 13th, Feb. 10th, April 13th, and May 11th. 
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Science Fair:  There is an expectation that every Taft Elementary School student will participate in science fair.  
K-3rd grade students will learn the scientific method in class and complete a class project for science fair entry.  
K-3rd grade students also have the option of completing an individual or cooperative science fair project for entry 
into the science fair.  4th-6th grade students will also learn the scientific method in class.  Science fair projects 
are a required 4th-6th grade project. After receiving classroom instruction, science fair projects are completed at 
home and are due on Monday, December 2, 2019. Arrangements can be made with the teacher to submit 
projects following the winter break on an individual basis. The completion of the science fair project and ability 
to apply classroom instruction will be reflected on the report card of each student in grades 4th-6th grade.  Science 
boards will be available during parent teacher conferences.  Our school wide science fair recognition and viewing 
of projects will be on Thursday, January 9, 2020 from 5:00pm -6:00pm at Taft Elementary School. 
 

 

 

              

 
 
English Language Advisory Council (ELAC):   ELAC is a committee composed of our parents whose children 
first language is not English.  The purpose of ELAC is to serve as an advisory to SSC by ensuring state and 
federal monies are allocated to support the learning needs of their children including monitoring the achievement 
of English learners.  A secondary function of ELAC is to build the capacity of these parents to support their child’s 
acquisition of English.  Each ELAC meeting includes a literacy, vocational, technology, or community component 
to assist and support Taft parents. There will be seven ELAC meetings scheduled on Fridays from 9:00-
10:00 a.m. on the following dates: September 6th, October 4th, December 6th, January 10th, February 7th, 
April 3rd, and May 1st. All meetings will be held at the Family Resource Center located at 2060 University 
Ave in Riverside. 

                       

 

 

 

 
 

              
 
 
Reflections: Reflections is a PTA sponsored program where students demonstrate their creative arts skills in 
literature, writing, poetry, photography, film, visual arts, theater, and/or music.  Students create an original piece 
that exemplifies the theme “Look Within”. Look for more information to come home regarding Reflections in 
late September. Interest forms will be available the last week of September.  
 
Scholastic Book Fair:  We will be holding two Scholastic Book Fairs sponsored by Taft PTA with proceeds 
benefiting students and programs here at Taft Elementary School: September 23rd – 27th and April 13th – 17th. 

Taft students exhibit and perform 
during the annual  
“Taft’s Arts Walk” 
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LUNCH WITH YOUR STUDENT 

 
 

Lunch with Your Student is an opportunity for parents to come and enjoy lunch with their child.  Children can 
purchase a lunch from the cafeteria, bring their lunch from home, or parents may choose to bring a lunch for 
their child.  Children eat lunch according to the lunch schedule below, so you will want to plan to arrive at the 
appropriate time for eating lunch.  After eating lunch, students enjoy their regular lunch recess.  Please 
understand that Lunch with Your Student is a popular day and that many parents and family members avail 
themselves of this special treat for their child.  Please be advised of the following reminders so that we can make 
it a fun and safe day for every child: 
 

• Please arrive through the front office door, sign in, present identification, and wear a visitor sticker. 

• Due to food allergies, parents may only provide food for their own child. 

• Please help us model healthy food choices and limit the amount of sugary snacks and/or soft drinks. 

• Parents must keep younger siblings with them at all times. 

• Due to insurance and supervision reasons, parents and/or non-Taft siblings may NOT play on the 
playground equipment, blacktop, or grassy field. 

• All Taft students must return to class at the end of their recess or they will be marked tardy/truant. 

 
DATES FOR LUNCH WITH YOUR STUDENT:  

 
Friday, September 27, 2019 

Friday, January 31, 2020 
Friday, April 17, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

TK/Kindergarten   11:00 – 11:45 a.m. 

1st Grade & 1/2 SDC  11:20 - 12:05 p.m. 

2nd Grade       11:40 – 12:25 p.m. 

3rd Grade & 3/4 SDC   12:00 – 12:45 p.m. 

4th Grade & 4/5 Combo  12:15 –  1:00 p.m. 

5th Grade     12:35 – 1:20 p.m. 

6th Grade     12:45 – 1:30 p.m. 
 

2019-2020 

Lunch Schedule 
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ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES 
 

MONDAY 

 

8:35 to 2:55 p.m. 

(All students) 

TK/Kindergarten        11:00am – 11:45am 

1st Grade & 1/2:  11:20am – 12:05pm 

2nd Grade:            11:40am – 12:25pm 

3rd Grade & 3/4:   12:00pm – 12:45pm 

4th Grade & 4/5:         12:15pm –  1:00pm 

5th Grade:                   12:35pm – 1:20pm 

6th Grade:                   12:45pm – 1:30pm 
 

Recess and lunch schedules are subject to change. 

 

LUNCH 

Schedule 

TUESDAY 
 

8:35 to 2:55 p.m. 

(All students) 

 

Parents are welcome to send an individual portion sized nutritious snack (sorry, snacks cannot be shared) for their 

child to eat during morning recess.  

Supervision is provided at the playground and lunch tables at 8:00 a.m. Students who will be eating breakfast in the 

cafeteria may arrive at 8:00 a.m. and go directly to the cafeteria. 

 

 

WEDNESDAY* 

 

8:35 to 1:40 p.m  

(All students) 

 

 

THURSDAY 
 

8:35 to 2:55 p.m. 

(All students) 

 

 

FRIDAY 

 

8:35 to 2:55 p.m. 

(All students) 

 

Morning Recess Times: 
TK/K:  Rms (21 & 22)       9:40 – 10:00am 

         Rms (13 & 14)     10:00 – 10:20am 

1st & 2nd Grade:  10:00am – 10:20am 

3rd Grade:        10:25am – 10:45am 

4th Grade:        10:27am – 10:45am 

5th & 6th Grade:  10:50am – 11:08am 
    

2019-2020 

Daily Schedule 

     Afternoon Recess Times (optional) 

 
TK/Kinder.Rms 13 & 14; 1:15pm - 1:30pm   

            Rms 21 & 22; 1:40pm – 2:00pm 

1st – 2nd Grade:  1:45pm - 2:00pm 

RECESS  

Schedule 

8:00 a.m.:  Parents may begin dropping off students (Supervision begins at this time). 
Kindergarten students arrive through the K-playground gate/All other students arrive through the 

front school gates by the flag pole. 

8:30 a.m.: The bell rings.  Students “freeze and walk” to their line  

8:33 a.m.: Students are escorted to class. 

8:35 a.m.: Instruction begins. 

8:35 a.m.: The tardy bell rings and the front and side kindergarten gates are closed. 

Students not entering the gate before the 8:35 tardy bell are considered tardy and must 

enter through the front office and get a tardy slip.  

ARRIVAL 

Procedure

s: 

Wednesday is an 

early release day! 
*(NOT May 27, 2020) 

12:05 PM DISMISSAL DAYS: Fri, Nov. 1, 2019, Fri, Feb. 21, 2020, Fri, May 15, 2020 & Thurs, May 28, 2020  

 

* On collaboration days, teachers meet beginning at 1:45pm and cannot meet with parents until after 3:00 p.m. 
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ARRIVALS: 
 
Eating Breakfast at School: Students who plan to eat breakfast at school may arrive at 8:00 a.m. and go directly 
to the cafeteria.   
 
Before School Supervision (1st through 6th grade students): Student supervision begins daily at 8:00am at 
the main playground and kinder playground. Please help us ensure the safety of all Taft children by walking or 
dropping off your child in proximity to the front gate and flag pole.  Students are allowed to walk on campus 
starting at 8:00am. 
 
Kindergarten Gate Supervision: At 8:00 a.m., arriving kindergarten students will be allowed to enter through 
the kindergarten side entry gates along with their siblings. All other students should walk to the front gates (by 
the flag pole) for entrance to school. The gates will open at 8:00am and kindergarten students may proceed to 
the kindergarten playground.  After dropping off kindergarten siblings, older siblings must proceed directly to the 
upper grade playground. 
 

Bell for Lining Up: The bell signaling that it is time to line up rings at 8:30am. Students are escorted to class at 
8:33am and instruction begins promptly at 8:35am.   
 

Tardy Students: Students who do not enter through the gate by 8:35am bell must report directly to the office for 
a tardy slip. Both gates (front and kinder) are shut at the 8:35am bell. 
 

 
                                      

 
 
 
 
DEPARTURES: 
 

Kindergarten through 6th Grade Dismissal: ALL students will be released at 2:55 on Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday, and Friday. Wednesday is a teacher collaboration day and ALL students will be released at 1:40 p.m.   
All students are expected to go directly home unless they are participating in previously approved school 
activities. 
 

Late Pick Up of Students: Students who have not been picked up by 3:10 p.m. will be walked to the front office 
for parent pick up. Anyone picking up students in the office must produce picture identification, be over the age 
of 18, and must be previously authorized to pick up your child on the child’s completed Release to Authorization 
form. On early release days, students who have not been picked up by 1:55pm will be walked to the front office. 
 
 

8:00 AM -

PLAYGROUND & 

CAFETERIA OPENS 

  8:30 AM- 

LINE UP BELL RINGS & 

STUDENTS ESCORTED 

TO CLASS  

8:35 AM -

INSTRUCTION BEGINS 
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ATTENDANCE 
 

To report an absence, please contact the Taft attendance extension (776-3018, press 1) where you may report 
the absence 24 hours a day.  You may also provide a complete written explanation for each absence.  If the 
absence is due to illness, be specific stating the type of illness.   If your child has a communicable disease, or 
will be absent for more than three days, please telephone the school stating the reason for the absence. The 
school must receive verification within 3 days of the absence or the absence will remain marked 
TRUANT.  Changes cannot be made after 3 days.  If your child’s absences become excessive (i.e. six or more 
consecutive days), a medical statement from your child’s physician will be required in order for the school to 
properly verify your child’s illness.  In order to receive perfect attendance awards for each trimester and the 
school year, students must not be absent, tardy, or have non-excused early releases. 
 

Our teachers work hard to prepare every minute of every day to ensure that every Taft student excels and learns 
to his/her full potential. To support this endeavor, we closely monitor absences, students who arrive late, and/or 
students who dismiss early as we find that these students often experience gaps in their learning. If this becomes 
an issue for your child, we will set up a School Attendance and Review Team (SART) meeting to discuss your 
specific circumstances, your child’s learning, and identify solutions to the attendance issue. 
 

Absences are considered to be excessive after the third (3) day of absence in any trimester.  Parents will 
be sent a Notice of Truancy if a child is absent without a valid excuse including excessive illness absences when 
the parent has failed to provide a medical verification of the child’s serious illness.  Such notices are sent after 
the third day of unexcused absence, unexcused absences of 30 minutes during the school day, or tardy in excess 
of thirty minutes on three separate occasions.  These notices are mailed from the RUSD Child Welfare and 
Attendance Department.  Continued absences are grounds for referral to the School Attendance Review 
Board and the Riverside County District Attorney’s Office for mediation and/or prosecution. 
 

LATE STUDENTS – If your child has an early medical appointment and will be tardy to school, a note will be 
required to make it an excused tardy.  Most doctors and dentists have a preprinted slip for this purpose.  Please 
ask prior to returning your child to school.  When you do return your child to school, please walk him/her into the 
front office in case there are any questions. Please note: If a student is tardy in excess of thirty minutes on three 
or more days during the school year and such tardiness is not excused, it shall be reported to the attendance 
supervisor as truant (Education Code - Section 12401).   
 

LEAVING AND RETURNING DURING SCHOOL HOURS: – We encourage parents to make appointments 
outside of school hours.  However, we understand that medical and unavoidable exceptions will occasionally be 
needed. A parent or other authorized adult must report to the office to sign out a student.   At that time the 
student will be called to the office.  Upon return to school on the same day, the parent must return to the office 
with the student to sign the student back in.  Please do not call the office and ask staff to release students from 
instruction to wait in the office.  Students are not called out of class until the parent or authorized adult has 
physically arrived in the office and signed him/her out.   
 
NON-SCHOOL INITIATED PICK UP DURING SCHOOL DAY – NON EMERGENCIES: 
An authorized adult is a person whom the parents have provided written permission (for that specific day only) 
to have the child removed from class, or pick up the child during school hours, for any reason, unless it is the 
case of a school related emergency. In the case of medical and other such appointments, the person must have 
written permission to pick up the child from school during school hours. The written document must specify 
the name of the person who may pick the child up from school during school hours, the specific date*, 
the purpose and it must be signed by the parent.  The note shall not be for ongoing or future appointments 
etc. 
 
STUDENTS ARRIVE ON TIME, BUT LEAVE EARLY: Students who arrive at school on time, but leave for 
non-illness or injury related reasons before 12:00 noon will be marked absent and will be disqualified 
from receiving perfect attendance, as will students who have non-excused early releases.   
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ATTENDANCE-TRUANCY 

 

TRUANCY - The following section of the Education Code is stated for your information: 
Section 12401:  Any child shall be reported as truant who has been absent from school without valid excuse 
more than three days or tardy in excess of thirty minutes on each of three or more days or absent for a 30 minute 
period three times during the school day or any combination of the two. 
 

NOTICES OF TRUANCY: Parents will be sent a Notice of Truancy if a child is absent without a valid excuse 
including excessive illness absences when the parent has failed to provide a medical verification of the child’s 
serious illness.  Such notices are sent after the third day of unexcused absence, unexcused absences of 30 
minutes during the school day or tardy in excess of thirty minutes or more on three separate occasions.   
 

 
UNEXCUSED/NOT VERIFIED EARLY RELEASES: 
Parents who pick up students early interrupt their child’s learning, the instruction by the teacher, and the learning 
of other students. Please understand that our focus at Taft Elementary School is on high levels of learning for 
every Taft student “every minute of the instructional day.”  A Student leaving early from school misses 
valuable instructional time, just as a student arriving tardy to school misses valuable instructional time.  
Unexcused early releases and tardies will be marked on the student report cards under tardies in the 
attendance section.   
 
INDEPENDENT STUDY -If a student will be out for five or more days for reasons other than illness, the parent 
may request an Independent Study Contract.  There are specific state guidelines for completing and turning in 
an Independent Study contract.  Please read carefully and be sure that you understand the requirements of an 
Independent Study contract.  Contact the office to arrange for an independent study contract as it must be 
approved by an Administrator. 
 

Five Days Teacher Notice:  The teacher must have five school days of notice prior to the departure date to 
complete the contract and both the parent and the student must sign it.   The teacher will plan, prepare, and 
assign independent assignments that equates to 6 hours of instruction for each day of absence (30 hours 
minimum student work time).   
 

Completion of Assigned Work is Required: All assignments MUST BE COMPLETED IN FULL (No 
exceptions) and turned in by the date on the contract. Missing, incomplete assignments, or work that is turned 
in after the contract date will not receive credit and the student will be marked truant.   
 

When will my Child Receive Attendance Credit?: When the Independent Study work is turned in, it will be 
checked for work completion.  Completion of the entire Independent Study contract and returning the work on 
the contract date will ensure that the child receives attendance credit for being in school during the days on 
Independent Study.  Independent Study may not be obtained during the first ten days or the last ten days 
of the school year. 

What is considered an Unexcused Absence? 
• Keeping a child home to care for another family member. 

• Keeping a child home to perform household duties and/or other work. 

• Keeping the child home because parent has not prepared the child for school (laundry 
not done, project not complete, etc.). 

• Keeping the child home because of disagreement with school philosophy. 

• Keeping a child home due to bus suspension or missing the school bus. 

• Keeping a child home because “mom is sick”. 

• Being on vacation or out of town. 

Notices of Truancy are mailed automatically from the RUSD Child Welfare and Attendance Department.  Continued 
absences are grounds for referral to the School Attendance Review Board and the Riverside County District 
Attorney’s Office for mediation and/or prosecution. 
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PERFECT ATTENDANCE POLICY 

Perfect Attendance is recognized each trimester and at the end of the year.  In order for a student to qualify for 
Perfect Attendance recognition, students must have been on time and present every day of the entire trimester 
being recognized.  There are no exceptions.  While we want every student to be at school when he/she is not 
sick, please do not send students to school who are ill or contagious simply because the child is working towards 
Perfect Attendance.  A sick child is not at his/her best for learning and subjects the entire class and teacher to 
the spread of germs and/or illness. We hold Perfect Attendance parties every month so that every student has 
multiple opportunities to earn this recognition. We also acknowledge Perfect Attendance each at each Trimester 
Awards Assembly. 
 

MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 
 

EMERGENCY INFORMATION (NEW THIS YEAR) - It is especially important that the school has accurate and 
up-to-date information containing the child and family’s current address, telephone number, and the name and 
telephone number of another person to contact in the event of an emergency concerning your child.  It is very 
important that parents list multiple emergency contacts and telephone numbers on the yellow emergency 
information form. Please be reminded that we cannot and will not release students to anyone who you have not 
previously authorized us to release your child to.  This is for the safety of all Taft students. 

 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS  - Please notify the school office in writing when there is a change of address, telephone 
number or emergency number.  If you move from our attendance area, you must notify our office immediately. 
RUSD has an open enrollment policy.  If you move outside of Taft’s attendance boundaries, your child may still 
be able to attend Taft; however, the office needs updated contact and residence information.  The office must 
be able to contact a parent or guardian at all times.  Please inform the office of your new address, telephone, 
and/or emergency contact information within 24 hours of receiving this new information. 
 
MESSAGES TO STUDENTS AND TEACHERS:  
It is the parents’ responsibility to make sure that his/her child knows and understands end of the day and pick 
up related information prior to the student arriving at school.  Dismissal time is a hectic and busy time as all 
teachers are out of their classrooms and we are safely exiting over 700 students, boarding busses, assisting 
parents, and safely exiting cars.  Dismissal time is not the time to call the school with a change of plans for your 
child.  Telephone messages left with office staff will be placed in the teacher’s box and teachers routinely check 
messages in their inbox, email, and telephone at the end of their work day. If you have an urgent end of the 
day message for your child, we will make every effort to get the message to your child, however, we ask that 
you call prior to 12:00 p.m.  Again, the best approach is to ensure that you and your child understand end of 
the day pick up procedures prior to arriving at school each day.  We thank you in advance for not asking to 
leave a message that can wait until your child arrives back home from school. 
 
Contacting Your Child’s Teacher: 
Our teachers strive to keep you informed about your child's progress throughout the year.  However, if you have 
any questions, you have a number of ways to contact your child’s teacher:  You can access Taft teachers via 
email on the Taft website (rusd.k12.ca.us); you can call the school (951) 776-3018 and leave a voice message 
for your child’s teacher at his/her extension, or you can call the school and ask the secretary to leave a message 
with your child’s teacher. The great majority of teachers also use ClassDojo or Remind App for parent 
communication. 
 

CLASSROOM CELEBRATIONS: 
Parents who desire to celebrate personal celebrations must arrange this in advance with the teacher.  
These kinds of student celebrations will take place during a scheduled recess break. If a parent is going to bring 
a treat for a personal celebration, teachers ask that this treat be something simple such as cookies, mini muffins, 
or individual packages of crackers, pretzels, or the like. If your child has a food allergy, please communicate this 
information with the office as well as your child’s teacher. 
There are three school wide celebrations each year – Halloween, Valentine’s Day, and end of the year 
celebrations. Please notify your child’s teacher if you wish for your child NOT to participate in these celebrations 
and alternate plans will be made. Any grade level specific celebrations will be communicated by the grade level 
teacher.  



14 
 

MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION FOR PARENTS CONT.  
 

LUNCHES  
If your child has forgotten his or her lunch, please have him or her check in the office prior to lunch time to see if 
it has been delivered.  To minimize classroom disruptions during instruction, we will not call students to 
the office to get their lunch.  Many parents put a small amount of money on their child’s lunch account for 
unexpected lunch emergencies. We encourage parents to consider this option. 
 

SNACKS  - Students may bring snacks from home to eat during morning recess.   Snacks may be eaten 
on the lunch tables and students are responsible for disposing of trash properly.  Carbonated and/or Caffeinated 
beverages are not allowed on campus due to the possible hazard of exploding or broken cans/bottles.  Students 
may bring non-carbonated fruit drinks or juices in plastic or cardboard containers.  Foods such as candy, chewing 
gum, sunflower seeds, etc. are not allowed on campus. Many students have food allergies and dietary 
restrictions, therefore students may not trade or give food/snacks to other students for safety reasons.   
 

DELIVERIES TO STUDENTS  
We ask that parents not arrange for deliveries of flowers, balloons, etc.  While such things are enjoyable to the 
student who receives them, they cause a disruption to classroom instruction.  If deliveries are made, they will be 
held in the office until after school for pick up.  
 

STUDENT USE OF THE TELEPHONE- Students are not permitted to use the office telephone to call home 
for homework, lunch, or permission slips.  Every classroom has a telephone.  It is up to the teacher to decide if 
a telephone call is necessary. Cell phone use is not allowed (see below)LOST AND FOUND - Lost items, 
including clothing, may be claimed from the Lost and Found rack on the lunch patio.  In order to minimize the  
number of lost items, please label lunch pails, jackets, sweaters, etc. with your child’s first and last name.  At 
end of each trimester, items in the Lost and Found will be given to charity.   

CELL PHONES:   The possession of a cell phone on campus is a privilege and can be revoked. 
It is our position that students do not have a use for cell phones while at school.  On occasions when students 
need clarification or to contact parents, they may ask permission to use the classroom or office telephone. If 
a parent makes the decision for his/her child to have a cell phone on campus, the following board policy 
applies: 
 

Per District Policy, students and their parents assumes ALL responsibility for the possession of a cell phone 
on campus.   Cell phones are to not be visible at any time while on school grounds and must be turned 
OFF during school hours. Parents who choose for their child to have a cell phone understand that the student 
alone is responsible for maintaining possession and supervision of the cell phones at all times. 
 
Taft Elementary has a 1, 2, 3 policy regarding cell phones on campus: 

 

1. If a cell phone rings or is visible, the student will receive a Behavior Citation as a consequence. 

 

2. If a cell phone is used (call in, text, search, call out, etc.), a Severe Office Referral will be written and turned 
in to the principal and a parent will be contacted.   

 

3. A subsequent violation of the cell phone policy will revoke the student’s cell phone privileges for the 
remainder of the school year. 

 

Please note: We do not have the resources to investigate cell phones that are  
lost, stolen, damaged, and/or missing 

ANY STUDENT TAKING PICTURES WITH A CELL PHONE WHILE ON CAMPUS WILL HAVE HIS/HER 
CELL PHONE PRIVILEGES REVOKED FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE SCHOOL YEAR. 

 

SMART WATCHES:     Smart watches may only be used for basic functions such as tracking of time and calculator 

with teacher permission.  No internet or texting allowed.   3rd – 6th grade students will be asked to remove smart watches 

during state testing. 
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MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION FOR PARENTS Cont.  

 
Parent Volunteers: 

 
VISITING / VOLUNTEERING IN THE CLASSROOM 
Parents are sincerely invited to participate in Taft activities and to volunteer in your child's classroom as your 
time allows.  Please understand that per RUSD Board Policy, volunteers must be under the direct supervision of 
a certificated teacher at all times.  This means that parent volunteers may not be on the playground, in the 
cafeteria, or in the teacher workroom unless the teacher is present.   
 

Informing Teachers: Unless your child’s teacher notifies you otherwise, our policy is that parents give the 
teacher at least 24-hours notice of your wish to visit your child’s classroom.  We ask that all visitors respect the 
existing lesson schedule adhered to by each teacher and arrange for individual conferences with the teacher to 
be scheduled outside of class time.  Prior to visiting or volunteering in your child’s classroom, please check in 
through the office and collect a VISITOR badge to be worn while on campus. Taft has a closed campus policy 
during each school day and this is for the safety of all Taft children.  
 

 
 
 

Volunteering Greater Than 4 Hours Per Week: ALL volunteers must complete and return a volunteer packet 
to the office prior to working in the classroom.  Fingerprinting and TB tests are required when volunteers work 
more than four hours a week at a school.  Volunteers must also present proof of current TB Test if they help in 
the classrooms ten or more hours per month.  ALL VISITORS MUST SIGN IN AT THE OFFICE AND RECEIVE 
A VISITORS BADGE. 

 
HOMEWORK- The purpose of homework is to practice, review, strengthen skills and to extend learning beyond 
the school day. For grades TK-2nd, students should spend approximately 10-20 minutes each day with 
independent reading being the main task. Grades 3rd-6th grade students should spend approximately 30-40 
minutes each day with independent reading being the main task. 
 

PROGRESS REPORTS/REPORT CARDS-  
Parents will receive at least three reports on their child’s progress each year:  November, March, and the last 
day of school. 

 

Volunteers and Non-Taft Siblings: Per District Policy, non-Taft children are not allowed in classrooms while 
parents are volunteering.  Your cooperation will ensure a safe and orderly environment for all Taft students 

 All students’ parents will be invited to a parent teacher conference on November 7th & 8th.  Any parent may 
request a parent teacher conference at any time to discuss the progress of his/her child by calling (951) 
776-3018 and speaking with the teacher.  In addition, any student at risk of receiving ONE as a mark will 
receive a Progress Report approximately 6 weeks prior to the report card distribution date.  Please check 
your “Tiger Talk” newsletter or the exact dates that you can expect progress report information. 
 
Our pupils provide messenger service – Taking home report cards, notices and announcements, and 
bringing parental notes from home to school.  Please check your child’s backpack and/or binder for school 
letters, envelopes and flyers on a daily basis. 
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TAFT DRESS AND GROOMING 
 

1. All students are required to dress and groom for school with attention to and emphasis upon creating 
and maintaining a school environment focused on learning, respectful and appropriate to school 
including:    

   a.) Neatness           b.) Cleanliness            c.) Safety            d.) Personal/Public Health 
 

2. Students may not wear clothing with narrow straps (spaghetti straps).  The straps should be the 
width of an adult thumb.  All undergarments should be covered.  
 

3. Girls should wear longer Bermuda style shorts and skirts that allow them to play and participate in 
school activities – shorts and skirts that are too “short” or tight will not be allowed. 
 

4. T-shirts with inappropriate language, messages and/or pictures (disrespectful sayings, gang  
symbols, beer ads, sexual comments, etc.) are not permitted.  The first time this occurs, students will 
be asked to turn their shirts inside out in order to cover the language or picture. Subsequent 
disregard for this expectation will result in a more severe consequence. 
 

5. Children should wear shoes that are properly fitted and sturdy enough to protect their feet from the 
rigors of playground activity.  Closed toed and shoes with rubber soles are required. Sandals and 
shoes with a heel are inappropriate and not safe for play or PE and are not permitted. 
 

6. Properly fitted clothing should be worn at all times (no oversized or baggy clothing).  Sagging is 
not permitted at any RUSD school, including Taft.  Spikes, studs and chains may not be worn.  
Undergarments must not be visible – bra straps, boxers showing under pants, etc. 
 

7. NO clothing, makeup or hair dye that distracts from learning will be permitted.  For safety reasons, 
artificial nails and long hoop earrings or any jewelry with sharp edges may not be worn to school. 
 

8. Baseball caps must be worn correctly (forward and completely on the head) and can be worn only 
during outside activity.  No baseball caps, hats, or hoods are to be worn inside any classroom, in 
the hallways, or any building on campus.   
 

9. All adults who volunteer on the Taft campus are expected to adhere to the same dress and 
grooming standards. 
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STUDENT HEALTH INFORMATION 

 
INJURIES, CASTS, BRACES, ACE BANDAGE or SPLINTS - Students who require 
any reinforcement or restrictive equipment must present a release from a doctor that 
describes any limitations.  A follow-up doctor’s release will also be needed after the 
equipment is no longer needed. 
 
HOT WEATHER AND UNHEALTHFUL AIR - During periods of extreme heat and 
smog, physical activities will be curtailed or moved indoors. 
 

RIVERSIDE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT   
Health Services 

GUIDELINES FOR STUDENT EXCLUSIONS 
 
Any student with the following condition/s will be excluded from school: 
 

1. Temperature of 100 (F) or greater: May return to school when student has not had a fever 
for 24 hours. If a student is sent home with a fever during the day they MAY NOT return the 
next day. 

 
2. Red eyes or eye drainage: May return when the eyes are clear or a doctor’s note states 

“Non-contagious” or “Under treatment”. 
 

3. Rash: May return when rash has cleared or doctor’s note states, “Non-contagious” or “Under 
treatment”. 

 
4. Head lice: May return when treated with appropriate lice shampoo. (Student’s head will be 

examined for live lice by the Health Assistant. Parents will be notified when nits(eggs) are 
present in the  hair and advised to treat the student). 

 

5. Vomiting/diarrhea: If student complains of feeling ill and has vomited or had diarrhea, 
exclude. Must be free from vomiting/diarrhea for 24 hours before returning. If there are no 
symptoms of illness present and the student vomits contact parent.  

 

MEDICATION - State Education Code:   A school nurse may assist any pupil who must take medication 
prescribed for him/her by a physician or other designated school personnel, if the school receives: 
 

1. A Riverside Unified School District Form with written instructions, physician signature, and parental or 
guardian signature requesting assistance in administering medication.  Students who are on regularly 
scheduled medication MUST have a form on file in the school office and it must be updated every year. 

2. Students MAY NOT bring medication to school.  An adult must bring all medication into the office 
where the adult may administer it to the child.  Please DO NOT send your child to school with asthma 
inhalers, pain relievers, or other over-the-counter products.  In order for students to be able to take over-
the-counter medicines at school, a doctor’s prescription as well as a RUSD medical form with directions 
will be required.  Students taking medication three times per day may not need to take medication at 
school.  It can be taken in the morning, after school and before bed. 
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SAFETY AND TRANSPORTATION 
 
The following are some of the standards we encourage at school: 
 
1. Parents should work out a safe home-to-school and school-to-home route with their children. 
 
2. Boys and girls should use the sidewalks and cross only at the corners or crosswalks.  Children 

should cross with the guard whenever possible.  Please do not require your child to cross New 
Ridge or Mission Grove Parkway unless you are crossing with them.   

 
3. Only upper grade (4-6) students are allowed to ride bikes to school.   Bicycle helmets must be 

worn and are required by law.  We encourage parents to register bicycles at the Fire Station.  
Students who do not wear helmets will have their bike confiscated by staff and may be given 
monetary fines by the Riverside Police Department.  Confiscated items will be returned to a 
parent/guardian when a helmet is produced.   

 
4. Skateboards, roller skates/ blades, and shoes with wheels are NOT allowed on school property at 

any time. 
 

5. When picking up or delivering children by car, please enter on the New Ridge Drive entrance to 
the school.  Only buses may use the Mission Grove Parkway entrance.   
 

6. Students waiting for parent pickup should wait at the front entrance to the school.  Please do not 
have your children wait for you at the park or down the street where Taft staff cannot see them. 

 
7. CARS MAY NOT BE LEFT UNATTENDED IN THE FRONT DRIVEWAY DURING DROP-OFF 

AND PICK-UP TIMES.  This policy is strictly enforced for the following reasons. When cars are 
left unattended, the front driveway becomes crowded and therefore presents a huge safety risk to 
both adults and children.  There are only two lanes in the front driveway – one for dropping and 
picking up students next to the curb, and one for drive-through traffic.  DO NOT place your child 
in harm’s way by dropping or picking them up in the drive-through lane.  To prevent 
frustration and any dangerous situations, please arrange to meet your child at another location 
other than the front driveway.  The white curb in the front of the school is for loading/unloading 
only.  The red curb is a NO PARKING ANY TIME zone.  The yellow striped zone in front of the 
flag pole is a BUS LOADING zone only. 

 
8. Please consider walking your children to and from school. 

 
9. Children must go directly home after school.  A note should accompany each child if there is to be 

any deviation from normal routine (i.e. going to another child’s home.)  
 

10. Only students authorized to ride the bus may do so on their designated bus.  If an emergency 
arises and a student needs to change routes, a note must be signed by the parent and sent to the 
office.   All students who normally ride the bus will be sent home on the bus unless a parent has 
written a note to the teacher or notified the office staff.   
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When you pull into the parking lot, please pull into 

either the right hand lane (meaning you wish to pull 

forward and pick up or drop off your child at the curb), 

or the left hand lane (meaning you will make a left turn 

into the parking lot and either park or pull forward to the 

cross walk to drop off or pick up your child).  Often, 

making a left and pulling forward to the crosswalk is the 

quickest way to drop off or pick up your child.   

 

To help us ensure the safety of all students, we ask that 

you: 

 
❖ Stay with your car at the curb, remember, 

the curb lane is a moving lane and there is 
NO PARKING ALLOWED (during drop off 
and pick up hours). 

❖ If you pull into the parking lot, either park 
and walk on to campus, or get into line and 
wait in your car for your child to cross using 
the crosswalk and pull forward as safe to 
pick up your child. 

❖ Do not try to drop off/pick up your child in 
the left “no stopping” lane, or try to enter 
the curb lane from the left “no stopping” 
lane.  

❖ Please remember that during morning and 
afternoon drop off and pick up hours (8:00-
8:40 a.m. and 2:00-3:05 p.m.), the right hand 
curb lane is a drive through lane.  THERE IS 
ABSOLUTELY NO PARKING DURING 
THESE TIMES AS IT INTERFERES WITH 
THE SMOOTH EXIT OF CARS. 

❖ At all times, please follow the directions of 
Taft staff members.  Remember, our 
purpose is to ensure the safe and timely 
arrival and exit of ALL children. 

 

Lastly, be patient during dismissal.  Exiting 700 

students safely will take a few minutes for the traffic to 

get going.  Parents can help by informing your child 

where you expect you will be parked and reminding 

your child to exit promptly when the bell rings and as 

soon as your child has been excused by his/her 

teacher. Thank you! 
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ADMINISTRATION AND TEACHER RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

 

PRINCIPAL’S RESPONSIBILITY - The school principal shall be responsible to the Superintendent of Schools 
for the conduct of the school.  The principal shall have the responsibility and the authority to formulate school 
rules and regulations to enforce the district policies relating to standards of pupil behavior, in conformity with the 
procedures established by the Superintendent of Schools and by law.  The principal shall, in developing these 
rules and regulations, involve representatives of the teaching staff and, when appropriate, classified personnel, 
pupils, and parents or guardians of the pupils.  A complete understanding and cooperative support by all 
school/community personnel is important so that the principal may effectively perform all related duties and 
responsibilities and student learning may reach an optimum level. 
 
The following policy is detailed regarding expected parent conduct while on school grounds.  Parents and/or 
visitors are not allowed to have conversations with children who are not their own except under the 
direction and supervision of the classroom teacher, administrator, or designee.  Parents who have 
questions are to bring those questions or concerns to the attention of the teacher, principal, or designee as 
detailed on page 26. While a guest on our campus, parents and visitors are expected to follow the same school 
rules that students follow.  This privilege can be revoked per Board policy 1250.99(a), 1.3:  
 
Per RUSD Board Policy on Classroom Visits, under Rules & Regulations #1250.99(a), 1.3: 
The school principal or designee may institute action leading to the revocation or denial of the privileges 
of school and classroom visits, the penalty of a fine or imprisonment against anyone whose conduct 
materially disrupts class work or extracurricular activities or causes a disturbance on school grounds. 
 
 

PRINCIPAL’S DESIGNEE RESPONSIBILITY - The principal’s designee is an administrator or other certificated 
person at the school site, specifically designated in writing by the principal, to assist with disciplinary procedures. 
Mrs. Perlstein (6th Grade Teacher/Team Leader) and Mrs. Nunez (2nd Grade Teacher/Team Leader) assume 
administrative designee responsibilities when Mr. Torres is not on campus. 
 

TEACHER’S RESPONSIBILITY - Teachers shall be directly responsible for adequate control of pupils under 
the supervision of the principal.  This responsibility shall extend to the enforcement of general school rules and 
appropriate classroom and campus behavior. 
 

MANDATORY REPORTER- CHILD ABUSE 
RIVERSIDE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT Rules and Regulations #5141.4 (c) 

(Ref. Policy 5141.4) 
Certificated employees and classified employees shall report known or suspected child abuse/neglect as 
specified by district procedures. No supervisor may impede the reporting of suspected child abuse/neglect under 
penalty of law. 
 
1.2.1 "Child Abuse/Child Neglect" includes the following: 
a. A physical injury inflicted by other than accidental means on a child by another person. 
b. Sexual abuse of a child. 
c. Willful cruelty or unjustifiable punishment of a child, or willfully inflicting unjustifiable physical pain or mental 
suffering, or failure to safeguard a child from these injuries when the child is under a person's care or custody. 
d. Unlawful corporal punishment or injury resulting in a traumatic condition. 
e. Neglect of a child including neglect of a child's medical condition, or abuse in out-of-home care. 
 
1.2.2 "Mandated Reporters:  
1.2.2 Mandated reporters are those people defined by law as "child care custodians," "health practitioners," 
"child visitation monitors" and "employees of a child protective agency." Mandated reporters include all school 
employees. 
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MANDATORY REPORTER- CHILD ABUSE 

RIVERSIDE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT Rules and Regulations #5141.4 (c) 
(Ref. Policy 5141.4) 

 
1.4 Legal Responsibility and Liability: 
1.4.1 Mandated reporters have absolute immunity from liability unless the report was made with reckless 
disregard for the truth. School employees as mandated reporters are not civilly or criminally liable for filing a 
required or report of known or suspected child abuse/neglect. The name of the reporting employee is 
confidential. Parents shall not be told the name of the reporting employee in any school conference unless the 
employee agrees to disclose the information. State law governing reports of suspected child abuse/neglect 
prescribes that the name of the reporting party is confidential (unless criminal proceedings are brought against 
an abuser).  
 
1.4.2 It is a misdemeanor to fail to report an instance of child abuse/neglect.  
The misdemeanor is punishable by confinement in jail for up to six months, a fine of up to $1,000, or both. The 
mandated reporter may also be held civilly liable for damages resulting from any injury to the child after a 
failure to report. 
 

PARENT CONCERNS 
 

 

At Taft Elementary, we endeavor to address questions and solve concerns in a manner that is most conducive 
the learning of all students as well as the maintenance of a safe school environment for all students. 
 
We encourage all Taft students to communicate their school experiences with parents.  Sometimes, your child 
may inform you of something that happened in the classroom or on the playground and you may need more 
information.  If your child brought the incident/concerns to the attention of an adult, you should have received 
communication either in writing or by telephone. If you cannot locate paperwork, did not receive a telephone call, 
or your child did not inform anyone of his/her concerns, your best first contact would be your child’s teacher.  
Your child’s teacher interacts on a daily basis with your child and can provide the most timely and relevant 
information. Following this protocol provides your child’s teacher an opportunity to clarify, investigate, intervene, 
and/or respond to concerns.  
 
Our teachers try to return all calls within 24 hours of receipt.  If you leave a message by telephone or email and 
the teacher does not respond within 24 hours, please contact the front office at 951-776-3018 and someone will 
follow up to ensure that your message was received and that your concerns are being addressed. 
 
If, after talking with the teacher, your concerns have not been addressed to your satisfaction and you continue 
to have questions, you are welcome to call the school office at 776-3018, extension 45151 and leave a number 
where you can be reached, or make an appointment to see the principal.   
 
On those occasions when a parent feels that he/she must first talk directly with the principal or assistant principal, 
please call the Principal’s secretary, Katie Welch at 776-3018 and either schedule an appointment or ask for a 
return telephone call. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have questions??? 
Call us! 

(951) 776-3018 
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We are an AVID Elementary School! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advanced Via Individual Determination  

Student Pledge: 
 

AVID means: 

 

I am ready to learn. 

I am prepared. 

I am listening. 

I am participating. 

I am inquiring. 

I am preparing for college. 

Every day is my opportunity for greatness; 

to advance one day closer 

to my dreams. 
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What is AVID?: 
 
AVID, Advancement Via Individual Determination is an elementary, secondary, and post-secondary system for 
building college readiness and student success for all students. The AVID mission is to close the achievement 
gap by preparing all students for college readiness and success in a global society. AVID is nationwide and at 
work in 4,500 elementary, middle, high schools and colleges in 47 states and 19 countries and territories 
including every single RUSD middle and high school. 
 
AVID at the elementary level is school wide and includes every Taft student.  Our kindergarten through third 
grade students will build the foundation for AVID through learning student success skills including organization, 
careers, and knowing one’s community.  Taft TK through 6th grade students will learn and apply AVID strategies 
and skills that are research based, align with high levels of student learning, expand their knowledge of college 
and careers, and support a successful transition into middle school. 
 
Being an AVID Elementary school means the following for Taft Elementary School students:  

• The vision of “college bound” will begin in elementary school for all Taft students. 

• All Taft students will be expected to demonstrate actions that create a school focused on learning.  

• Teachers will teach and utilize research based strategies that support high levels of student learning. 

• Students will be exposed to community partnership opportunities. 
 
Effective Schools Research demonstrates that there are several “academic habits” that align with and support 
high levels of student engagement and learning. The authentic and consistent use of these habits will create a 
school wide culture of excellence at Taft Elementary School that can be seen and felt in the front office, hallways, 
on the playground, in the library, the lunchroom, and our classrooms. 

 
At Taft, the following “academic habits” will be school wide expectations: 
 

1. Every person on the Taft Elementary campus will engage in actions that support high levels of 
student learning:  Everyone is expected to make and demonstrate actions that are positive and align 
with the personal and academic success of Taft students.   
 

2. Academic vocabulary will be used school wide:  All Taft students will use “academic” vocabulary 
appropriate to a school environment.  All adults will model the use of academic language and students 
will be expected to use language that is appropriate to an educational environment both in and outside 
of the classroom. 
 

3. Students will ask and answer questions using complete sentences: Taft students will be expected 
to ask and answer questions using complete sentences.  This expectation will build the vocabulary of our 
students and require students to think and speak at an increased level of challenge and rigor.   

 
4. Students will “Show what they Know:” All Taft students will be expected to “show their thinking” when 

they work/respond to instruction received.  When students show work, the teacher is able to “see” their 
thinking and can more accurately reteach, confirm, and/or extend student learning.  “Showing what they 
know” will require students to demonstrate a deeper conceptual understanding of the content and help 
students identify and self-correct confusions and/or misunderstanding.  
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AVID Implementation: 
Taft is entering its eighth year of implementation of the AVID system. We are a TK through Sixth Grade AVID 
Elementary School.  
 

To assist with this goal, several AVID College Readiness System components are put in place for Taft students 
in grades TK through 6th.  We have a systematic implementation across all classrooms. Our teachers ask that 
parents support their child as they learn and meet these expectations.   
 

1.  All 4th through 6th grade students will learn and use a binder, notebook paper, dividers, and tools 
pouch containing pencil, pen, highlighter, eraser, and sharpener with catcher for daily 
organization of learning. TK – 3rd grade students will use “content folders” instead of binders. 
 

• Parents are asked to check their child’s binder daily and support your child’s organization and 
preparation for school and learning. 

 

2. All 3rd through 6th grade students will learn and use an agenda/planner on a daily basis to record 
assignments and homework, plan for activities, due dates, and events; to record time away from 
instruction as well as student discipline occurrences. TK – 2nd grade students will use a monthly 
calendar of events rather than a daily planner. 
 

• Parents are asked to review the agenda/planner a daily basis, sign in the appropriate place, 
communicate questions or concerns with the teacher, and support their child’s use and ability to 
keep track of the agenda/planner.  Each student is provided one agenda per school year.  
Replacement agendas are limited and the cost is $5.00 each. 

 

3. All 2nd through 6th grade students will learn how to take two and three column notes and use on a 
minimum weekly basis to confirm, review, practice, and/or extend classroom instruction. TK – 1st 
grade students will be exposed to the two-three column format by teacher modeling. 
 

• Parents are asked to support and encourage their child’s use of two and three column notes to 
complete homework, study for tests, review and/or extend learning at home. 

  

4. All 3rd through 6th grade students will learn to identify, write, ask, and respond to questions on a 
daily basis that demonstrate differing levels of understanding including right there (DOK1), 
search and think (DOK2), inference (DOK2), and evaluative questioning (DOK3). TK-2nd grade 
students will be exposed to DOK leveled questions. 
 

• Parents are asked to support and reinforce their child’s use of questioning at home. 
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Teachers use various modes of instruction: 
whole group, small group, and independent;  

providing immediate feedback, monitoring, and attention. 
 

The learner’s mind is engaged  
in rigorous, purposeful, and meaningful learning. 

 

Learning is seen as a process; the teacher builds 
 from where a child is, to where the child needs to go. 

 

Students are nurtured and challenged  
collaborate together, work independently, 

 and demonstrate a thirst and enthusiasm for knowledge. 
 

Students engage in inquiry where they  
defend, justify, explain, and retrace the thought processes  

used to arrive at a conclusion. 
 

Students engage in academic discussion and write purposefully 
 to organize ideas, clarify thought, collaborate with peers,  

expand and confirm learning. 
 

Students use an agenda/planners and organizational tools  
to plan, prepare, document, review, and extend learning  

both in and outside of the classroom. 
 

 

 

 

 

Students working 
collaboratively. 
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Positive Behavior Intervention Systems 
 

This 2019-2020 school-year, ALL Taft employees will make a concerted effort to praise (and reward) students 

when they exhibit the explicitly taught “Tiger Skills” such as: Following directions; Working with others; 

Listening; Staying on task; Disagreeing appropriately; Accepting criticism or consequences…etc. (Please see 

Tiger Skills document found below in this parent handbook). All students will also be receiving their own 

picture card with a barcode on a lanyard. This way, any Taft employee can reward a student that is exhibiting a 

positive behavior by scanning the card; hence, rewarding the student with points. We will be having a Taft 

Student Store so that students have the opportunity to redeem their earned points once or twice per month. We 

are excited about this new approach as we believe that the school-wide focus on positive behavior rather than on 

negative behavior will increase student engagement. 
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Taft Elementary 

Tiger Skills 
Tiger Skill: Following Instructions 

1. Look at the person.   
2. Say “Okay.”   
3. Do what you have been asked right away.   
4. Check back 

Tiger Skill: Appropriate Use of School Property 
1. Ask permission or wait for instructions from an adult before using materials/equipment.   
2. Use only the amount/number of materials that you need.  
3. Return the materials and equipment to the correct place as soon as you are finished. 

Tiger Skill: Working with Others  
1. Identify the task to be completed. 
2. Assign tasks to each person. 
3. Discuss ideas in a calm, quiet voice and let everyone share their ideas. 

Tiger Skill: Listening 
1. Look at the person who is talking and remain quiet. 
2. Wait until the person is finished talking before you speak. 
3. Show that you heard the person by nodding your head, saying “Okay” or “That’s interesting,” etc. 

Tiger Skill: Disagreeing Appropriately  
1. Look at the person. 
2. Use a pleasant tone of voice. 
3. Say “I understand how you feel.” 
4. Tell why you feel differently. 
5. Give a reason 
6. Listen to the other person. 

Tiger Skill: Getting the Teacher’s Attention 
1. Look at your teacher. 
2. Raise your hand and stay calm. 
3. Wait until the teacher says your name. 
4. Ask your question. 

 Tiger Skill: Staying on Task 
1. Look at your task or assignment 
2. Think about the steps needed to complete the task. 
3. Focus all your attention on your task. 
4. Stop working only when instructed. 
5. Ignore distractions and interruptions from others. 

Tiger Skill:  Accepting Criticism or Consequences 
1. Look at the person. 
2. Say “Okay.” 
3. Stay Calm. 
4. If you disagree, ask later. 

Tiger Skill:  Choosing Appropriate Words to Say 
1. Look at the situation and the people around you. 
2. Know the meanings of words you are about to say. 
3. Refrain from using words that will offend people around you or that they will not understand. 
4. Avoid using slang, profanity or words that could have inappropriate meaning.  
5. Decide what thoughts you want to put into words and then say the words. 
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Tiger Skill:  Making an Apology 
1. Look at the person. 
2. Use a serious, sincere voice. 
3. Say, “I’m sorry for....,” or “I want to apologize for…”  
4. Don’t make excuses. 
5. Explain how you plan to do better in the future. 
6. Say, “Thanks for listening.” 

Tiger Skill: Asking Permission 
1. Look at the person. 
2. Use a calm and pleasant voice. 
3. Say, “May I…” 
4. Accept the answer calmly. 

Tiger Skill:  Asking for Help 
1. Look at the person. 
2. Ask if he or she has time to help you. 
3. Clearly explain the kind of help you need. 
4. Thank the person for their help. 

Tiger Skill:  Contributing to Discussions 
1. Look at the people who are talking. 
2. Wait for a point when no one else is talking. 
3. Make a short, appropriate comment that relate to the topic being discussed. 
4. Choose words that will not be offensive or confusing to others. 
5. Give other people a chance to participate. 

Tiger Skill:Using Appropriate Voice Level 
1. Listen to the levels of voices around you. 
2. Change your voice tone to match. 
3. Watch and listen for visual or verbal clues and adjust your voice as necessary.  

Tiger Skill: Treating Others Appropriately  
1. Start by keeping your hands to yourself. 
2. Keep a respectful amount of space between you and others. 
3. Think about your actions and make sure they influence or impact the situation in a positive manner.  

Tiger Skill: Addressing Adults Appropriately 
1. Stop. 
2. Look at the adult. 
3. Listen to the question/response/direction. 
4. Say “Okay,” and respond with appropriate words. 
5. Do what you have been asked right away. 

Before an Assembly 

Tiger Skill: Going to an Assembly 
1. Walk quietly in the hallway. 
2. Sit in your assigned seat (or section). 
3. Listen attentively. 
4. Clap at an appropriate time, in an appropriate manner. 
5. Wait to be dismissed.  
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Progressive Consequences 
 

 
 
Your child will be expected to follow Taft's behavioral standards at all times and to put forth personal effort and 
perseverance in completing all assignments.  We believe that every child should take responsibility and pride for 
doing their best work, each and every day.  Therefore, we encourage you to partner with your child's teacher in 
support of this goal.  Each teacher will send a letter detailing his/her classroom management policy and 
procedures and will also discuss them with parents at our annual Back to School event beginning at 6:00 p.m. 
on Wednesday, August 14, 2019.  Additionally, the principal personally meets with each grade level the first 
and second week of school to outline Taft expectations of learning and behavioral excellence. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: The Principal, Principal’s Designee and/or Police Officer is permitted by the Ed Code to call 
students into the office to discuss any situation that could hinder the safety of any student or staff member without 
first contacting parents.    
 
LAW ENFORCEMENT AND/OR INVESTIGATIONS: In some situations, law enforcement may be called to the 
campus.  It is important that all parents and guardians understand that law enforcement is legally allowed 
to speak to a student without first notifying parents. 
 

Students are expected to play safely and respect the rights of others.  If a student chooses to not 
follow the Expectations for Student Behavior, consequences will be progressive and will depend 
on the incident, the age of the student, and previous discipline history: 
 

The likely sequence will be as follows (with the exception of actions that warrant an immediate 
Severe Office Referral as detailed on the next page): 
 
 

Verbal Warning: The teacher, supervisor, or person in charge will take steps to counsel the student 
regarding the incorrect choice; identify what the expected choice should be, and what future choice the 
student will make as a result of this new learning.  The Staff Member may elect to give a “reminder 
consequence” as a result of the behavior. This would occur when it’s a minor infraction. 
 

Half-Sheet Citation: The teacher, supervisor, or person in charge, will discuss and re-clarify expectations.   
The student may be benched at the time of the incident, or at a later time on the same day.  A Behavior 
Citation will be completed and will identify the problem and resulting consequences.  The teacher will send 
home a copy of the Behavior Citation for student and parent review and signature, while the teacher will 
maintain a copy as well. If the behavior is recurrent, a third copy may be turned into the office so that the 
incident is inputted into the student’s discipline file. It’s important that the student return the citation signed 
by parents as it serves as proof that the parents were made aware of the incident.  
   

Severe Behavior Office Referral: If the behavior is recurring and/or it’s one of the “Severe Behaviors” 
listed on the following page, the student will be referred to the principal’s office and the principal will conduct 
a complete and thorough investigation (ensure students are given due process) and may complete a 
Severe Behavior Office Referral which will identify the behavior history, counseling provided, and 
consequences that have failed to result in changed student behavior. Parents may be called and informed 
of the investigation result. A Severe Behavior Office Referral includes prior student behavior and 
interventions and is permanently recorded in the RUSD ARIES Student Discipline Management System. 
It’s important that the student return the citation signed by parents as it serves as proof that the parents 
were made aware of the incident. 
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4th through 6th Grade HANDS-OFF Expectation: 
Students in the 4th – 6th grade who hit or have aggressive physical contact with another student will result in 
progressive consequences which may include suspension or recommendation for expulsion. All students have 
received information regarding what they should do if they feel threatened by another student.  Our intent is to 
teach our students problem resolution skills that will support their future success as children and 
adults. Retaliation is never an appropriate solution to a problem and students who do so will have 
consequences. It is expected that students will solicit the help the of the adults who are there to supervise 
them and not attempt to solve problems through the use of physical and/or verbal violence. It is strongly 
recommended that parents of 4th-6th grade students discuss these expectations with their child as there 
are NO EXCEPTIONS. 
 
Sexual Harassment (4th – 6th Grade): 
4th through 6th graders are to abstain from the following behaviors that may be deemed sexual harassment: 
Physical Sexual Harassment behaviors may include but are not limited to Intentional and/or obvious 
unwelcome or offensive touching or sexual advances. Could include "depantsing".  
Visual Sexual Harassment behaviors may include but are not limited to offensive posters, cards, cartoons, 
writing, graffiti, drawings, objects, or gestures.  
Verbal Sexual Harassment behaviors may include but are not limited to Offensive comments, jokes or slurs, 

graphic verbal comments about an individual's body and graphic or verbal comments of a sexual nature.  
 
 
 

 

SEVERE BEHAVIOR OFFICE REFERRAL 
 

IMMEDIATE SEVERE BEHAVIOR OFFICE REFERRAL:   Students who engage in the following kinds of 
behaviors will receive an immediate Severe Behavior Office Referral and be sent to the office for investigation.  
All Severe Behavior Office Referrals will be recorded in the RUSD AERIES Student Discipline Management 
System.  These following behaviors will likely result in progressive consequences that may include suspension 
of 1-5 days and/or recommendation for expulsion: 

• Caused, attempted to cause, threatened injury to another;  

• Possessing, using, or furnishing a dangerous and/or banned object, weapon, or substance; 

• Damaging, stealing school property or the property of another; 

• Disruption of teaching, learning, or play that is not responsive to teacher or supervisor direction; 

• Refusing the directions of an adult, leaving campus, and/or the habitual use of profanity, vulgar, or hate 
language; 

• Verbal, written, and/or electronic sexual harassment (4th-6th) despite prior direction to discontinue. 

• Continued bullying or hate related behavior (due to race, religion, or orientation). 

 
Hands Off Policy 

 

 
At Taft Elementary School, aggressive physical contact is NEVER allowed.  Therefore, the “NO-
TOUCHING” policy will be strictly enforced.  Any student who hits (this may also include pushing, bumping, 
kicking, shoving, slapping, pinching, and/or biting) will receive progressive consequences that may include 
suspension and/or recommendation for expulsion. Our expectation is that all students will monitor their behavior 
at all times and will be held responsible for their individual actions. 
 
Kindergarten through 3rd Grade HANDS-OFF Differentiation: We differentiate this policy for our kindergarten 
through 3rd grade students as they are learning how to peacefully solve problems.  A first occurrence of violation 
of the HANDS-OFF policy by a kindergarten through 3rd grade student will likely result in a Severe Office 
Referral and principal intervention.  Parents will be contacted to discuss the resulting consequences and future 
expected behavior. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

For the safety of all students, Taft Elementary School has a 

HANDS-OFF/NO-TOUCHING POLICY. 
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STUDENTS WHO BRING ITEMS FROM HOME: 
 

“If it is not related to learning, leave it at home.” 
 
Students are not to bring items to school that are not related to learning.  Parents are to remind their child to 
leave these items at home. This includes toys, magazines, play or real weapons, medicine, tobacco, drugs, 
alcohol, etc.  Students are also not allowed to modify the use of normal objects (pencils, paperclips, etc.) that 
could potentially or purposefully hurt, harm, intimidate, or threaten another student.  Doing so constitutes the 
creation of a weapon, distracts learning and teaching, and will result in a Severe Office Referral and resulting 
consequences. 
 

RIDING THE SCHOOL BUS 
 

Parents who have concerns regarding the school bus can reach the transportation and bus 
company by calling the telephone numbers as follows: 
Riverside Unified School District, Pupil Transportation Department - (951) 352-6789.   
Bus company dispatcher - (951) 715-4674 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bus Expectations:  Each Taft student attends an assembly where we teach the expectations for riding the 
school bus. All Taft school rules apply while a student is riding the school bus to or from school as well as when 
on a fieldtrip.  All students are expected to secure school items in a zipped backpack prior to boarding the school 
bus, board in an orderly manner, sit in his/her assigned seat, immediately fasten his/her seatbelt, and listen to 
and follow the direction of both school and transportation staff.  Video cameras are used on the school bus 
to assist with management of student behavior in accordance with District Policies, Rules, and 
Regulations.  
 

Bus Transportation is a Privilege: There is no state or federal requirement for busing students to and from 
school except for certain students in the Special Education Program.  Transportation to and from school by 
school bus is a service and a privilege provided by the Board of Education to students of the district who live a 
significant distance from school. This information is to inform students and parents about eligibility for home to 
school bus service, rules of conduct, and other information about the privilege of riding a school bus. 

Board the bus orderly. Buckle your 
seatbelt. 

Walk home safely. 



32 
 

Information for Students who Ride the School Bus 
 
 
Modeling Appropriate Expectations: Parents are a child’s first model of expected behavior.  Teach your child 
how to walk to and from the bus stop and how to be respectful and courteous to other children and adults as well 
as the property of neighbors and businesses.  Model for your children how to wait patiently, how to line up in an 
orderly manner, how to take turns, and how to be caring and kind to children who are younger and/or who may 
require additional assistance when boarding or exiting the bus.  
 
Parent Concerns:  Under NO circumstances are parents to discuss or have conversations with children 
that are not their own. In addition, a parent or guardian should NEVER attempt to board a school bus.  Parent 
concerns regarding the bus must be directed to the contractor dispatcher or the RUSD transportation department 
using the telephone numbers provided on the previous page.   
 
Kindergarten and Primary Students: There is no requirement that students be met by parents/guardians at 
bus stops.  Please arrive to pick up your child 10 minutes before the bus is expected if you do not want your 
child to walk home by him/herself. If a student is hesitant to get off the bus, he/she will be returned to the school 
and parents will be contacted. 
 
NOTE:  If the parent or guardian does not pick-up the student promptly after he/she is returned to school, if the 
parent or guardian cannot be contacted, or if the school is closed before the bus arrives, the child will be turned 
over to the Riverside Police Department / Riverside County Sheriff / Child Protection Services. 
 
Riding on the Bus: Riders shall remain seated with seat belt properly fastened while the bus is in motion and 
shall not obstruct the aisle with their legs, feet, or other objects.  When reaching their destination, riders shall 
remain seated until the bus stops, and only then enter the aisle and go directly to the exit.  
 
Distracting Student Behavior: Because serious safety hazards can result from noise or behavior that 
distracts the driver, loud talking, laughing, yelling, singing, whistling, scuffling, throwing objects, 
smoking, eating, drinking, standing and changing seats are prohibited actions which may lead to 
suspension of riding privileges.  
 
EXPECTED BUS CONDUCT: 
 

• Riders shall follow the instructions and directions of the bus driver at all times.  

• Riders should be courteous to the driver and fellow passengers. 

• Riders should arrive at the bus stop on time and stand in a safe place to wait quietly for the bus.  

• Riders shall enter the bus in an orderly manner and go directly to their seats.  

• Riders should be alert for traffic when leaving the bus.  

• No part of the body, hands, arms, or head should be put out of the window.  

• Nothing shall be thrown from the bus.  

• Riders shall help keep the bus and the area around the bus stop clean.  

• Riders shall not damage or deface the bus or tamper with bus equipment.  

• Animals, reptiles, or insects shall not be allowed on the bus.  

• Glass containers shall not be allowed on the bus. 

• No weapons, imitation firearms, or dangerous instruments shall be allowed on the bus.  

• No use or possession of tobacco or any product containing tobacco or nicotine shall be allowed on the 
bus.  

 
Riders who Fail to Comply With Expected Rules: Riders who fail to comply with the above rules shall be 
reported to district staff who shall in turn notify the school principal of the incident.  District staff shall determine 
the severity of the misconduct and take action accordingly.  In the case of a severe violation or repeated offenses, 
the rider may be denied transportation for a period of time determined by the district staff up to the remainder of 
the school year (see page 38).  
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Information for Students who Ride the School Bus cont. 
 
Students who Fail to Comply After a Verbal Warning: A Notice of Unsatisfactory conduct will be mailed to 
the student’s home as well as the school.  School consequences may also occur due to student behavior on 
the school bus. 
 
 1. First offense after a warning: Three (3) days’ suspension of bus      
  riding privileges 
 
 2. Second offense after a warning:  Five (5) days’ suspension of bus  riding privileges 
 
 3. Third offense after a warning:  Ten (10) days’ suspension of bus      
  riding privileges 
 4. Fourth offense after a warning:  Thirty (30) days’ suspension of bus     
  riding privileges. 
 5. Fifth offense after a warning: Complete revocation of bus riding      
  privileges. 
 
NOTE:  Suspension or revocation of bus riding privileges does not relieve the parent of the responsibility 
to insure the student attends school. School attendance in the State of California is compulsory through 

age 18. 

 
MAJOR BUS OFFENSES: 
For major offenses indefinite suspension of bus privileges, complete loss of bus privileges or expulsion 
from school may result from the first offense.  Infractions of the following rules are considered major offenses: 
 

1. Failure to properly secure and wear seat belts installed in the buses.   
2. Open defiance or directing obscenities, profanities, or racial slurs at the bus driver. 
3. Fighting (Fighting is automatic suspension for all participants regardless of fault). 
4. Failure to provide your name to the driver when asked or giving a false name. 
5. Engaging in any act that seriously jeopardizes the safety of anyone on the bus. 
6. Smoking - anything. 
7. Bringing weapons - knives, guns, razors, nam chaku sticks, laser pointers (or look-alikes), etc on 

the bus. 
8. Opening any emergency exit (except in an emergency) or exiting by any emergency exit or window. 
9. Bringing controlled substances - narcotics or other drugs, explosives, fireworks, or alcoholic 

beverages on the bus. 
10. Destruction of property in on or around the school buses will result in immediate suspension of bus 

riding privileges until restitution is made to the School Bus Company and or private citizen and or 
property owner for repair and or replacement of the damage. 
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RECOGNIZING STUDENT EXCELLENCE 
 

 
We believe that it is important to recognize and celebrate the accomplishments of Taft students.  We do so in a 
variety of ways both formal and informal to encourage all Taft students to work hard, make positive choices, and 
celebrate the achievements of both themselves and their classmates. 

 

               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Monthly Attendance Recognition:  Each month, students achieving Perfect Monthly Attendance will receive a 
special treat during their lunch time. This may include special fun games and/or a delicious treat. 
 

 

Spirit Day Recognition: Each Friday is “School Spirit Day” at Taft Elementary School.  Students are asked to 
wear their blue Taft tiger t-shirt or a blue shirt.  Student Council has also identified some special school spirit 
days such as crazy hair day, sports day, crazy hat day…etc. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Accelerated 
Reader 
Parties Perfect 

Attendance 
Parties 

H.E.R.O. 
Points 

Redemption 
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RECOGNIZING STUDENT EXCELLENCE 
 
 

Trimester Awards’ Assemblies: 
 
Assemblies are scheduled three times a year to recognize the achievement of students.  Assemblies are 
attended by the entire grade level.  Awards’ Assemblies provide an opportunity for all students to learn how to 
graciously receive recognition as well as teaches students how to be proud of the efforts and success of their 
classmates.  Due to space limitations, only the parents of students being recognized are invited to each 
assembly.  
 
 

Kindergarten through Third Grade Recognition (Awards per classroom): 
Academic Achievement-Language Arts (Up to 3 students per trimester) 
Academic Achievement-Math (Up to 3 students per trimester) 
Academic Achievement-Writing (Up to 2 students per trimester) 
Perseverance, Effort, and Growth (2 students per trimester) 
Teamwork, Cooperation, and Character (2 students per trimester) 
Reclassification English Proficient (Any student who meets the criteria may earn this award) 
Perfect Attendance (Any student who qualifies for the trimester may earn this award) 
AVID Star (Kinder – 3rd Grade): One student that demonstrates exemplary organizational and note-taking 
skills 
 
Fourth Grade through Sixth Grade Recognition (Awards per classroom): 
Principal’s Honor Roll-100% of marks of 4s with all +/√ Student Success Skills (Any student who qualifies for 
the trimester may earn this award) 
Honor Roll-100% of marks of 3s (possibly with some 4’s BUT no 2’s or lower and all +/√ Student Success 
Skills (Any student who qualifies for the trimester may earn this award) 
Academic Achievement-Students who do not meet the criteria above, yet demonstrate recognizable 
academic achievement. 
Perseverance, Effort, and Growth (2 students per trimester) 
Teamwork, Cooperation, and Character (2 students per trimester) 
Reclassification English Proficient (Any student who meets the criteria may earn this award) 
Perfect Attendance (Any student who qualifies for the trimester may earn this award) 
AVID Star: One student that demonstrates exemplary organizational and note-taking skills 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Celebrating 
students who 

met or 
exceeded  

achievement 

expectations. 
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Riverside Unified School District  
William Howard Taft Elementary 
Title I School Parent Involvement Policy 
 
I.  GENERAL EXPECTATIONS 
William Howard Taft Elementary School agrees to implement the following statutory requirements: 
 

• The school will jointly develop with parents and distribute to parents of participating children, a 
School Parental Involvement Policy that the school and parents of participating children agree on. 

• The school will notify parents about the School Parental Involvement Policy in an understandable 
and uniform format, and, to the extent practicable, will distribute this policy to parents in a 
language the parents can understand. 

• The school will make the School Parental Involvement Policy available to the local community. 

• The school will periodically update the School Parental Involvement Policy to meet the changing 
needs of parents and the school. 

• The school will adopt the school’s School-Parent Compact as a component of its School Parental 
Involvement Policy. 

• The school will provide opportunities for participation by parents with limited English proficiency, 
parents with disabilities and migratory parents. 

• The school agrees to be governed by the following statutory definition of parental involvement, and 
will carry out programs, activities and procedures in accordance with this definition: 

 
Parental involvement means the participation of parents in regular, two-way and meaningful 
communication involving student academic learning and other school activities, including ensuring- 
 
  (A) That parents play an integral role in assisting their child’s learning; 
  (B) That parents are encouraged to be actively involved in their child’s 
        education at school; 
  (C) That parents are full partners in their child’s education and are included, 
        as appropriate, in decision-making and on advisory committees to assist 
        in the education of their child; 
  (D) The carrying out of other activities, such as those described in section 1118 
        of the ESEA 
 
II.  DESCRIPTION OF HOW THE SCHOOL WILL IMPLEMENT REQUIRED TITLE I SCHOOL PARENTAL 
INVOLVEMENT POLICY COMPONENTS 
William Howard Taft Elementary School will take the following actions to involve parents in the joint 
development and joint agreement of its School Parental Involvement Policy in an organized, ongoing 
and timely way under section 1118 (b) of the ESEA: 
 

• Discuss and develop the policy with parent groups; School Site Council (SSC), Parent Teacher 
Association, (PTA), English Learner Advisory Council (ELAC) and Title 1 meetings.   

 
William Howard Taft Elementary School will take the following actions to distribute to parents of 
participating children and the local community, the School Parental Involvement Policy: 
 

• The School Parental Involvement Policy written in English and Spanish and included in the 
parent student handbook provided to each family in September.  

• Copies of the policy are made available at each School Site Council (SSC), Title I Consultation 
Group (TICC), and English Language Advisory Committee (ELAC) 

• Revisions, as needed, are made annually during SSC/ Title I/ ELAC parent meetings.   

• Have copies available in the school office.  
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William Howard Taft Elementary School will update periodically its Parental Involvement Policy to meet 
the changing needs of the parents and the school. . 
 

• The school Parent improvement Policy will be in place for two years and then it will be reviewed 
and updated at the School Site Council/Title 1 Consultation Group and ELAC meetings. 

 
William Howard Taft Elementary School will convene an annual meeting to inform parents that their 
child’s school participates in Title I, about the requirements of Title I and of their rights to be involved. 
 

• An annual Informational Title 1 meeting will be held in the fall prior to Back to School night.  

• Invitational flyers in English/Spanish are sent home with all students. 

• The meeting is posted on the marquee sign in the front of the school. 

• Phone calls are made to parents using the auto-dialer.  
 
William Howard Taft Elementary School will hold a flexible number of meetings at varying times, and 
may provide transportation, child care and/or home visits, paid for with Title I funding as long as these 
services relate to parental involvement. 
 

• Flexible monthly meetings are held immediately after school and/or in the evenings depending 
upon the needs of the attending parents       

• Flyers, phone calls and personal face-to-face contacts in English and Spanish are used to invite 
parents to each meeting. 

• Topics may include:  The Purpose/Policies of Title I, School/Parent Compacts, Parent 
Participation Policy, School Plan SMART Goal Updates, Common Core Standards, parent 
training such as “Helping your child to read”, “books and Breakfast”, Helping your child with 
Mathematics”, “Kindergarten Parent make it and take it workshop”, Technology.  

 
William Howard Taft Elementary School will provide timely information about Title I programs to 
parents of participating children in a timely manner. 
 

• Flyers, newsletters, school marquee, and phone calls are used to inform parents of all upcoming 
Title I programs/meetings one week prior and the day of the event/meeting. 

• All parents receive information each trimester on the report card if their child is receiving Title I 
supplemental services. 

• All parents are invited to attend the annual fall parent conference for report cards and any other 
additional conferences deemed necessary by the staff and/or parents. 

 
William Howard Taft Elementary School will provide to parents of participating children a description 
and explanation of the curriculum in use at the school, the forms of academic assessment used to 
measure student progress, and the proficiency levels students are expected to meet. 
 

• All parents receive copies of the grade level CCSS in the fall during the annual parent 
conference.  Additionally copies are available on-line at the RUSD Web Site.  Hard copies are 
also available on campus in the office in English and Spanish.   

• Classroom teachers explain all the assessments used during the Back-to-School evening and 
also during the parent conferences. 

• Proficiency levels are explained at all parent meetings and also at individual parent meetings 
with the classroom teachers. 

• Title I support staff provide additional information at all parent meetings regarding the 
curriculum used and the various assessments including the trimester, teacher made 
assessments and the Smarter Balanced Assessment.  

 
William Howard Taft Elementary School will provide parents of participating children, if requested by 
parents, opportunities for regular meetings to formulate suggestions and to participate, as appropriate, 
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in decisions relating to the education of their children, and respond to any such suggestions as soon 
as practicably possible. 

• Each fall, parents are invited to attend the first report card conference. 

• All teachers are available, by appointment, to meet with parents on an as needed basis to 
formulate suggestions and plan to increase their child’s academic success. 

• Parents and teachers may also use the Student Study Team (SST) process to make decisions 
and develop appropriate plans for their student. 

• Parents receive general information at the Parent Advisory Committee meetings including SSC, 
ELAC, CEDAC and DELAC.  

 
William Howard Taft Elementary School will submit to the district any parent comments if the school 
wide plan under section (1114) (b) (2) is not satisfactory to parents of participating children. 
 

• Minutes from all parent committee meetings contain parent comments. 

• Written and oral comments from parents regarding the school wide plan are noted in the 
meeting minutes and also forwarded to the district office via email and phone calls to 
appropriate staff. 

• Parents may also receive contact information for additional district staff if they wish to contact 
district staff, directly. 

 
III.  SHARED RESPONSIBILITIES FOR HIGH STUDENT ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT 
William Howard Taft Elementary School will jointly develop with parents of participating children a 
School Parent Compact that outlines: 
 

• The shared responsibility of parents, students and the entire school staff to improve students’ 
academic achievement. 

• The shared responsibility between the school and parents to help children achieve the 
statewide academic content standards. 

• The school’s responsibility to provide high-quality curriculum and instruction in a supportive 
and effective learning environment that helps children served under Title I meet the statewide 
academic content standards. 

• The ways in which parents will be responsible for supporting their children’s learning, such as: 
o Provide a time and place for my student to complete his/her homework  
o Talk with my child about his/her school activities every day.  
o Support the school rules and the teacher's expectations for student behavior.  
o Support my child's progress by attending Parent Conferences, Back to School, Open House, 

and other events when possible.  
o Model the value of reading by reading to my child and having him/her see me reading. 

• The importance of ongoing communication between teachers and parents through: 
o Annual parent-teacher conferences in elementary schools, in which the compact shall be 

discussed in relation to the individual child’s achievement. 
o Frequent reports to parents about their children’s progress 
o Reasonable access to staff  
o Regularly scheduled site parent meetings 

 
William Howard Taft Elementary School will provide reasonable opportunities to volunteer at the 
school participate in their children’s class and observe classroom activities 
   

• Annually, each classroom teacher informs parents in writing about their classroom volunteer 
policy in English and Spanish. 

• Annually and monthly Taft School invites parents to volunteer by participating in the monthly 
meetings including: School Site Council (SSC), English Learners Advisory Committee (ELAC), 
Title I Consultation Group, Preschool Parent meetings. 

• Parents are invited to participate in Parent Education Trainings. 
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• Annually, the Taft School Compact is reviewed by the Title I Parent Consultation Group and 
School Site Council and revised if needed.   

 
William Howard Taft Elementary School will with the assistance of the district, provide assistance to 
parents of children served by the school in understanding topics such as the following: 
 

• The State’s academic content standards 

• The State’s student academic achievement standards 

• The State and local academic assessments, including alternate assessments 

• The requirements of Title I 

• How to monitor their child’s progress 

• How to work with educators 
 
William Howard Taft Elementary School teachers will give each family a copy of the grade level 
standards and benchmarks for their particular grade, explain the assessments used within the 
classroom, explain the state, district, and school standards and assessments at the parent meetings 
including SSC, TICC, and ELAC and parents will receive ideas on how to monitor their child’s progress 
and work with their child’s teacher at parent trainings through monthly school newsletters.  
 
William Howard Taft Elementary School will, with the assistance of the district, provide materials and 
trainings to help parents work with their children to improve their children’s academic achievement, 
such as literacy training, and using technology, as appropriate, to foster parental involvement. 
 
William Howard Taft Elementary School staff and district staff provide parent training at SSC, TICC, 
and ELAC in the areas of language arts, mathematics, homework, discipline, etc.  Monthly grade level 
newsletters are sent home with all students.  During the school year grade level specific parent 
trainings are provided.  
 
William Howard Taft Elementary School will, with the assistance of its district and parents, educate its 
teachers, pupil services personnel, principals and other staff, in how to reach out to, communicate 
with, and work with parents as equal partners, in the value and utility of contributions of parents, and 
in how to implement and coordinate parent programs and build ties between parents and schools. 
 

• All site staff is instructed on how to work with parents and are provided translation assistance, 
as needed. 

• Grade level teams discuss monthly how to involve parents in their child’s education and will 
inform them in the monthly newsletter. 

 
William Howard Taft Elementary School will, to the extent feasible and appropriate, coordinate and 
integrate parental involvement programs and activities with State Preschool and conduct other 
activities, such as parent resource centers, that encourage and support parents in more fully 
participating in the education of their children. 
 

• All information is made available to parents in English and Spanish. 

• Parents receive springtime information about the available programs for Kindergarten and how 
to register for Kindergarten. 

• Each fall, all Kindergarten students and parents are invited to the Kindergarten Orientation a 
few days prior to school to become familiar with the classrooms and teachers.  

 
William Howard Taft Elementary School will, to the extent feasible and appropriate, ensure that 
information related to the school and parent programs, meetings and other activities, is sent to the 
parents of participating children in an understandable and uniform format, including alternative 
formats upon request, and to the extent practicable, in a language the parents can understand. 


